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Introduction 
When Christians gather as the church, it is for what we normally call a 
“service.” In daily life a “service” is, of course, a person or group who provides 
something of value to others; for instance, a food service, a cleaning service, or 
a place for “servicing” your car. But when we gather as church for a service, 
who is doing the serving and who is being served? After all, with our eyes we 
only see one another singing and praying, making the sign of the cross, 
standing, sitting, kneeling, baptizing with water, and communing with bread 
and wine. It is easy for some to get the impression that this activity we call 
“worship” is a gathering where we are doing something for God. What is really 
going on of most importance is God’s doing, God’s serving us through the 
ministry of Word and Sacrament. This divine service was most dramatically 
shown in this night on which our Lord Jesus serves and feeds us. 
 
Tonight, our mighty Lord, who has proved His power over demons, sickness, 
and even death, takes the humbler part. His loving service is shown, first, by 
taking the role of a servant washing His disciples’ feet. His greatest and chief 
service, however, He announced as He took charge of the ancient Passover 
meal, changing it from a mere memorial of what God has done in the Old 
Testament exodus of the past to its fulfillment in what He was about to 
accomplish in His innocent, bitter suffering and death on a cross. From now on, 
the fulfillment of the annual Passover feast is to be celebrated “often” as the 
chief means by which God literally connects us with our Lord’s crucified body 
and His precious blood that take away the sin of the world “as often as we eat 
this bread and drink this cup”  
 

Opening Song:  In Christ Alone 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P I will go to the altar of God, 
C to God my exceeding joy. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
Epistle                                                                                 1 Corinthians 11:23–32 

 23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 
and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the 
same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
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my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as 
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a person 
examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
30That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31But if we judged 
ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are judged by the Lord, we are 
disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 

A. This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel                                           John 13:1–17, 31b–35  

 1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid aside his 
outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around 
him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered 
him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 
8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, 
you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my 
hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For 
he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
 12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he 
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, 
and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have given you an example, that you also should 
do just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17If you know these things, 
blessed are you if you do them. . . . 
 “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, 
God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33Little children, yet a little while I 
am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I 
am going you cannot come.’ 34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.            
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles' Creed      

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

Meditation:                                                                            Pastor Patrick Singh 
 
First Communion Class:  
Having completed Communion Preparation classes the Ben Cross and Joel 
Frank will receive their First Communion this evening!  
 
Confessional Address 
P During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our 
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that prevents us from trusting in 
God and loving each other. Since it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of 
our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed meal for our 
salvation, it is proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently 
examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do. This holy Sacrament has been 
instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled because of their sin 
and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for 
righteousness. 

  
But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin 
and death, from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our 
Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit He became man so that 
He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, took 
upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve. 

  
So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith 
and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It is as if 
He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good. As a pledge 
of this, I give you My body to eat.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy 
on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give Myself into death, 
shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and 
establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. 
As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.” 

  
Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this 
Word and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal 
life. 

  
We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He 
was delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our 
most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, according to 
His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. As our Lord on this 
night exemplified this love by washing His disciples’ feet, so we by our words 
and actions serve one another in love. For we are all one bread and one body, 
even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup. For 
just as the one cup is filled with the wine of many grapes and one bread made 
from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because of 
Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 

  
May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His 
Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.   
C Amen 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our 
Father for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P  O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 
and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

  
P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.   
C Amen. 
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P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s?  
C Yes. 

  
P Let it be done for you as you believe. 
     In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Service of the Sacrament +  
               
The Words of Institution for Holy Communion 
 

        P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.”’ 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 
Pax Domini   

        P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
        C. Amen. 

 
Distribution 
 
(First communicants with their families will be ushered to communion first, 
kneeling, and using the individual cups. All will then be invited to come 
forward and commune at the “table.”) 
 
Communion songs 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the life-
giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit 
that, having with our mouths received the holy Sacrament, we may by faith 
obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with 
Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 
Benediction 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
      The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you peace.    
C Amen. 
 
Closing Song: Thank You Jesus For the Blood 
 
 
Note to the Congregation: Tonight’s worship service is different from every 
other. In recognition of our Lord’s suffering and in respect for the solemn 
events of this night, we invite you to observe “the stripping of the altar” in 
silence. May this be for us a night of watching and praying with our LORD. 
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Contact us 
Church office phone:  (518)459-2248 
Email – Information@oursaviors.com 

Website - oslalbany.org 

 

Secretary – Linda Swartz 
Hours:  Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10:30am - 3:30pm 
Vicar Mark Chaffee 
Office hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays – 9:00am – noon. You may also reach 
Cell phone: 518-763-1085  
Email:  mark.chaffee@oursaviors.com         
Pastor Patrick Singh  
Part-time vacancy pastor providing pastoral care and leadership in cooperation with 
Vicar Mark.   
Cell phone: 917-254-2597 
E email (patrick204642003@yahoo.com  
Council President: Thomas Roemke 
Head of School: John Richardson 
School Office phone: 518-459-2273  
 

Support Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
To make your offering:  Simply scan the QR code 
 

 
or mail checks directly to the church office at: 
63 Mountain View Ave Albany, NY 12205.  
Thank you for your support! 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

    and his courts with praise! 

    Give thanks to him; bless his name!” (Psalm 100:4) 
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